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Salvadoran opposition union leaders told Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA on Nov. 8 that
many government officials are worried about the effects of a Democrat majority in the US Senate on
future military aid to El Salvador. Since the Nov. 4 elections, Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon
Duarte and US Ambassador Edwin Corr, however, have publicly stated that US policy towards El
Salvador is not likely to change, regardless of the Democrats in the Senate. In contrast, National
Conciliation party leader Hugo Carrillo told local reporters that the Democrats do not support a
military solution in El Salvador, and that they may reactivate the Contadora Group peace initiative
to reach a negotiated settlement in Central America. President Reagan, he said, will not be quite
as free to carry out his policy. Meanwhile, politicians pertaining to the ruling Christian Democrat
party and the ultra-right National Republican Alliance (ARENA) said they believed no substantial
changes in US policy will occur. At present, El Salvador is one of several countries selected for
foreign aid reductions, as part of the congressional deficit reduction program. Salvadoran authorities
have been aware of this decision since 1985. In 1986 the Duarte administration began making
economic and financial adjustments to tackle the public deficit largely attributed to high levels of
military spending. San Salvador is currently awaiting the arrival of millions of dollars in US aid
earmarked for reconstruction of the capital city. Over half of the city was virtually destroyed in the
Oct. 10 earthquake disaster. Official estimates of financial resources needed for the reconstruction
of San Salvador come to $2 billion. Opposition unions have already accused the Duarte government
of misappropriating foreign aid destined to the earthquake victims. PRENSA LATINA reported that
union leaders and others fear the Duarte regime will channel foreign aid for reconstruction into the
military.

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

